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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acl^nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The prior art documents submitted by applicant in the Information Disclosure 
Statements filed on August 1 , 2006 and October 22, 2007 have all been considered and 
made of record (note the attached copies of form PTO-1449). 

Drawings 

Six (6) sheets of formal drawings were filed August 1 , 2006 and have been 
accepted by the Examiner. 

Specification 

Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which applicant 
may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tliis or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Iwano et al. (US 5,121,454). 
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Regarding claims 1 , 3 and 1 1 ; Iwano et al. discloses an optical connector system 
(see Figures 2-5) comprising: 

- a backpanel (5); 

- a substrate (1 ); 

- at least one substrate housing assembly (34); 

- at least one backpanel housing assembly (33); 

- an established optical interface; and 

- a further housing assembly (36) slidably mounted in a z-direction of 
and accommodated within the substrate housing assembly (it is noted 
that the sliding direction may be arbitrarily defined to be the z- 
direction). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12; the substrate housing assembly (34) comprises a 
biasing arrangement (37 and 38 for a first engaging portion and biasing arrangement; 
38 is an elastic lever) for the further housing (36) adapted to release the further housing 
substantially after completion of the optical interface (the first engaging portion releases 
the further housing, 36, after the further housing and the backpanel housing are 
engaged; see Figures 3a-3d, where 3d shows the biasing arrangement releasing the 
further housing from the substrate housing assembly). 

Regarding claim 4; the substrate housing assembly (34) comprises a first 
interface part (35) for establishing the optical interface with a second interface part (32) 
at the backpanel housing assembly (33). 
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Regarding claim 5; tine second interface part (32) is integrated in tlie backpanel 

(5). 

Regarding claim 6; the backpanel (5) comprises a cavity for forming the second 
interface part at the backpanel housing assembly (33). 

Regarding claim 7; the further housing (36) comprises the first interface part (35). 

Regarding claim 8; the further housing (36) comprises at least one ferrule 
assembly (35) for optical fibers for the interface part and alignment elements to align the 
first interface part and the second interface part (the contour of the housings, as well as 
the engage and release portions may all be considered to be alignment elements since 
the optical connectors must be aligned for these parts to interconnect as shown). 

Regarding claim 9; the backpanel housing assembly and the substrate housing 
assembly comprise locking elements (engaging portions; see Figures 3a-3j) adapted to 
lock the housings after completion of the optical interface. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Iwano at al. (US 5,131,454). 

Regarding claim 10; Iwano et al. teaches that the invention is for use with boards 
on each of which various optical and electrical components are mounted (see column 1 , 
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lines 5-15). Tine backpanel and tine substrate inlierently comprise one or more first and 
second electrical contacts, respectively, in order to provide electricity to the electrical 
components that are accommodated therein. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious to provide the electrical contacts in a manner that the he connection 
between the backpanel housing assembly and the substrate housing assembly provides 
electrical connection between the first and second electrical contacts after the optical 
interface has been established in order to provide the necessary electrical signals to 
operate the electrical and optical components contained within the housings, as this is 
routinely done in the art. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Kiani et al. (US 6,769,814 B2); Chen et al. (US 6,364,536 B1); 
and Gherardini (US 6,776,533 B2). 

Any inquiry concerning the merits of this communication should be directed to 
Examiner Michelle R. Connelly-Cushwa at telephone number (571) 272-2345. The 
examiner can normally be reached 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM, Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Porta can be reached on (571 ) 272-2444. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general or clerical nature should be directed to the Technology 
Center 2800 receptionist at telephone number (571) 272-1562. 
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